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COURSE CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES
The aim of this course is to enable students to critically understand and evaluate the unique political dynamics that is taking place in “cyberspace” (in particular the Internet/WWW).  Thus, the title of this course is “cyberpolitics.”  In particular, this course will pay attention to the way in which formal political institutions and people have attempted to adapt to the impact of the unique information architecture of cyberspace, and develop both strategies and tactics of political contestation for this relatively new domain of human activity and communication. Furthermore, this course will analyze the conflict between the openness and democratic potential of the web. Finally, it will examine inequality of access to the benefits of the web/internet, criminality, dissent, terrorism and war in cyberspace. The specific objectives of this course are the following.
1. To introduce students to the Cyberworld.

2. To enable students to directly experience the unique aspects of cyberculture.

3. To assist students to develop thinking skills.

4. To make students aware of the internet being used to promote political objectives, and 
5. To make students aware of the positive and negative effects of the cyberspace.
TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Lectures, Seminar Presentation and Class Discussion.
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REQUIRED TEXTS: 

1. 
Chris Toulouse and T.W. Luke eds. The Politics of 




Cyberspace 

2.
Hill, Kevin and Hughes, John. Cyberpolitics: Citizen 
Activism in the Age of the Interne.
Books are available in the LU book store.
MARKING SCHEME:






Assignment……………………….……....10%



Mid Term Test…………………………....30%



Seminar Presentation……………………...20%



Attendance and Participation……………...10%



Final Examination……………………..…..30%

Seminar presentation: 
Although this is a seminar course it places equal emphasis on presentation of readings and lecture.  All students are expected to have completed weekly reading prior to coming to class.  In the first half of each class I will give lecture.
During the second half of the class each student has to do a presentation on the required readings for that class for at least 20 minutes. The assigned student must be ready with some questions and answers to lead the discussion. Other students must read the readings for participating in the discussion and must raise at least one question from the readings.
Mid Term Test and Final Examination: 

Questions will be essay type and will be covered from both lectures and readings.
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COURSE LECTURES AND READINGS
Week 1:        
Cyberspace: Origins, Technologies, and Politics on the Net 
                          
Recommended Readings:  Kaase, (2003), 265-82, 


Shapiro (1999), 14-27
Week 2:           
Politics, Communication & Virtual Community

                       
Required Readings: Toulouse: 48-68, Kevin: 47-76                                    
Recommended Readings: Dijik, (2000), 30-53 Tumber and Bromley, 
160-67
Week 3:               
E-Government: Government and Cyberspace.


Required Readings:  Toulouse: 18-47 

Recommended Readings: Milner (1999), 63-72, Richard (1999) 73-86,  
Wescott (2001)1-23
Week 4:    
Digital Democracy and Election in Cyberspace
                   
Required Reading: Kevin: 27-46
 
Recommended Readings: Hague and Loader (1999), 3- 22, Hacker & 
Dijk (2000), 1-9 Loo (2003).                   
Week 5      
Political Participation on the Net                  



Required Readings:  Kevin: 13-26; 109-132

Recommended Readings: Davis (1999), Moore (1999), 39-59
Week    6
MID TERM TEST
Week    7  
Digital Divide:  Wiring in Inequality and Conflict?

        
Required Readings:  Toulouse: 120-143
                        
Recommended Readings:  Luke (1998), 120-143, Wong (2005
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Week    8:    
Civil Society on the Net 

Required Readings:  Toulouse: 84-119
                        
Recommended Readings: Levine, Peter (2005), Jensen (2005),
Week    9:         
Cyberthreats, Protests and global Activism 

Required Readings:  Kevin: 133-178

Recommended Readings:  Serio, Joseph D.; Gorkin, Alexander. 2003. 

“Changing Lenses: Striving for Sharper Focus on the Nature of the 
'Russian Mafia' and its Impact on the Computer Realm.” International 
Review of Law, Computers & Technology. July 2003. 17 (2). 
Week 10:     
Internet as Meeting Place: Women on the Net: The Feminist Point 

of View 
                 
Required Readings:  Toulouse: 144-166
                 
Recommended Readings:  

http://www2.fong.uva.hl/sociosite/topics/women.htm

http://www.library.wisc.edu/libraries/WomensStudies/others.htm
Week 11:             Cyberpolitics in International Relations
                              Required Readings:  Kevin: 77-108

                              Recommended Readings:  Choucri (2000), 243-263              
Week 12:          
Future of Cyberspace.

                          
Required Readings:  Toulouse: 167-187; Kevin: 179-18

Recommended Readings:   Digital Divide Chapter 12 (232-240)
FINAL EXAMINATION:  Date will be announced later.
Questions will be covered only from the topics discussed after the mid-term test.

. . . / 5

Political Science 4911 FA



5

               Dr. S. Islam COURSE OUTLINE







        Fall 2005


RECOMMENDED READINGS
Corrado, Anthony and Firestone, Charles M. eds. Elections in Cyberspace: Towards a New Era in American Politics.  Washington: The Aspen Institute, 1996.

Choucri, Nazli. “Introduction: Cyberpolitics in International Relations.” International Political Science Review, Vol. 21, No. 3, 2000, pp. 243-263


Davis, Richard, The Web of Politics, New York: Oxford, 1999

Davis, Richard. “The Internet and Political Participation.” http://www.psa.ac.uk.cps/1999/davis.pdf, [2005, January 7]

Dijik, Jan van. “Models of Democracy and Concepts of Communication.” Kenneth L. Hacker & Jan van Dijk, Digital Democracy: issues of theory and practice. London: SAGE Publications, 2000.

Hague, Barry N. and Loader, Brian D. “Digital Democracy: an introduction.” Barry N. Hague and Brian D. Loader, eds. Digital Democracy: Discourse and Decision making in the Information Age. London and New York: Routledge, 1999.

Harwit, Eric and Clark, Duncan. “Shaping the Internet in China: Evolution of Political Control Over Network Infrastructure and Content.” Asian Survey, Vol. XLI, No. 3, May/June 2001.

Hill, David T. “East Timor and the Internet: Global political Leverage in/on Indonesia,” SEAP, 73, April 2002, pp. 25-51
Hacker, Kenneth L. & Dijk, Jan van, “What is Digital Democracy?”  Kenneth L. Hacker & Jan van Dijk. Digital Democracy: issues of theory and practice. London: SAGE Publications, 2000.

Hague and Brian D. Loader, eds. Digital Democracy: Discourse and Decision making in the Information Age. London and New York: Routledge, 1999.

International Women Movement:  
http://www.sou.edu/library/instruct/womensstudies/ws301.html
Kaase, Max. “Political Science and the Internet,” International Political Science Review, Vol. 21, No. 3, pp. 265-282.
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Levine, Peter “The Internet and Civil Society,” 
http://www.imdp.org/artman/publish/article_29.shtml [February 2005]

Jensen, Michael J. “Civil society and Cyber society: Culture Governance and Democratic Politics,” http://www.uci.edu/noah/paper/political%20society.pdf [February 2005]

Luke, Tim, “The Politics of Digital Inequality: Access, Capability and Distribution in Cyberspace.”  Chris Toulouse and Timothy W. Luke. The Politics of Cyberspace. London and New York: Routledge, 1998

Milner, Eileen, “Electronic government: more than a ‘good thing’?” Barry N. Moore, Richard K. “Democracy and cyberspace.”  Barry N.   Hague and Brian D. Loader, eds. Digital Democracy: Discourse and Decision making in the Information Age. London and New York: Routledge, 1999.


Resnick, David “Politics on the Internet: The Normalization of Cyberspace,” Ins. Chris Toulouse and Timothy W. Luke, The Politics of Cyberspace. London and New York: Routledge, 1998

Richard, Elisabeth, “Tools of governance.” Barry N. Hague and Brian D. Loader, eds. Digital Democracy: Discourse and Decision making in the Information Age. London and New York: Routledge, 1999.

Rodan, Gary “The Internet and Political Control in Singapore.” http://www.sfdonline.org [December, 2004]

Shapiro, Andrew L. “The Internet,” Foreign Policy, Vol. 115, (Summer 1999), pp. 14-27

Selected Women And Gender Resources On The World Wide Web: http://www.library.wisc.edu/libraries/WomensStudies/others.htm
Tsagarousianou, Roza. “Electronic Democracy and the public sphere,” Ins Roza Tsagarousianou (eds.) Cyberdemocracy: Technology, Cites and Civic Networks, London/New York: Routledge, 1998.

Thornton, Alinta. “DoesInternetCreateDemocracy, ”http://www.rheingold.com/index.html [January 2005]

Tumber, Howard and Bromley, Michael. “Virtual Soundbites: Political communication in cyberspace.” Media Culture & Society, Vol. 20, No. 1, January 1998, pp. 160-67
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Wong, Loong. “The Internet, Politics and the Digital Divide in Asia,” http://www.pac_rim.org/papers/pdf/loongwoong.pdf  [2005, January]

Wescott, Clay G. “E-Government in the Asia-Pacific Region,” Asian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 9, No. 2, December 2001
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